Guidelines for using drones in protected areas

The Environment Agency draws attention to Article 6. Act no. 60/2013 on general duty of care stating
that everyone is obliged to take good care of the nature of the country and show extreme caution so
that it is not spoiled. In constructions, activities, operations and other activities affecting nature,
everything that can reasonably be expected to prevent natural damage must be done.

Guidelines:

e Always stay on authorized paths/tracks/roads.

e Important is to follow rules of conduct that apply to the area.

e Anunmanned aircraft should never be flown in close proximity to people. Please take
precaution not to disturb people’s experience, their safety or personal privacy nor the
general peace of the protected areas being filmed.

e According to Icelandic law it is forbidden to fly close to cliffs where birds nest. An unmanned
aircraft should never be flown near animals or birds, neither in nesting areas nor during
nesting season or any other seasonal time when animals or bird habitats are considered
vulnerable.

e Flight time should be kept to a minimum and flight should be avoided during the area’s
busiest times of the day.

e If the use of unmanned aircraft causes disturbance to wildlife in the area, its use should be
ceased at once.

e The conductor of the unmanned aircraft is responsible for the aircraft within the protected
area. This includes taking responsibility of any possible risk of harm to people, fauna and
nature and leaving no permanent marks on the site in question. Should the aircraft crash, all
components from it must be collected and removed from the area.

e For safety reasons, the person managing the unmanned aircraft must wear marked clothing
so that it can be identified.

e |tis forbidden to fly drones next to bird cliffs in a closer proximity than 200 meters during
nesting season. For rest of the year it is not allowed to fly in a closer proximity to bird cliffs
than 50 meters, if birds are in the cliffs.

e All disturbance to animals and wildlife is strictly prohibited.

e Off-road driving in Iceland is strictly prohibited.

Unmanned aircraft should take off and land in a safe distance from other visitors according to
regulation 990/2017 on unmanned aircrafts.

The usage of a drone shall be according to regulation no. 990/2017 on the operation of remotely
piloted aircraft (https://www.icetra.is/aviation/drones/).

Please note that according to the regulation all drones used for commercial flight need to be
registered at the Icelandic Transport Authority.

A permission from the landowners and/or the municipality might be needed for the project.



